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A RESEARCH-BASED PERSPECTIVE ON CDFW’S RECENT
WOLF MANAGEMENT ACTIONS IN SIERRA VALLEY

BERKELEY, October 24, 2025 – The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has recently
shared news [1] of its efforts to remove the Beyem Seyo pack in the Sierra Valley, an area about an
hour north of Lake Tahoe. This includes lethally removing four individuals and transferring the rest to
a sanctuary. While we have not been part of these decisions, as the UC Berkeley’s California Wolf
Project (CAWP), we have received a number of inquiries about our perspective on the broader
context and motivations regarding the decision to use lethal removal.

The Beyem Seyo Pack had recently become a particularly severe source of conflict. The pack was first
documented by CDFW in 2023. Between March 28th and October 14th of this year, CDFW has
documented at least 87* cattle deaths attributable to this pack [2]. The rate and scale of these
depredations are unprecedented for a wolf pack in the western United States. For context, agencies
report that wolves in Wyoming (population ~350) killed a total of 41 cattle in 2023 [3], and, in 2024,
the entire population of wolves in California (50 animals in 10 packs) killed 54* cattle [4].

Lethal removal is an active tool in wolf management in every other US state and Canadian province
where gray wolves occur. It is utilized even in areas where the species is otherwise protected by
federal or state law. For example, in eastern Washington, the state may consider lethal removal once
it has verified at least three livestock depredations within a 30-day period, or four within a ten-month
period. In eastern Oregon, lethal control may be authorized after the department confirms two wolf-
related livestock depredations within a consecutive nine-month period. In the case of the Beyem
Seyo pack in California, ranchers and wildlife managers deployed multiple nonlethal measures, but
depredations continued. 

The use of lethal removal in California will be debated, just as it has been in wolf management over
the extraordinary and ongoing three-decade recovery of the species across the American West.
Lethal removal highlights a long-standing tension in wildlife conservation between valuing the rights
of individual animals, and prioritizing the long-term health of populations. While these two aims are
not always incompatible, they diverge sharply when specific individuals are killed to prevent future
harm to others. 

Research shows that focusing mitigation strategies, including lethal removal, on animals that exhibit
unusually bold or problematic behavior can reduce human-wildlife conflict and improve overall
population outcomes [5]. When applied in a targeted way to address chronic depredations, lethal
removal may foster broader public tolerance and greater openness to non-lethal strategies by
offering a defined course of action when those measures prove ineffective. In practice, lethal removal
is most effective when paired with nonlethal tools and applied strategically to address chronic
depredations by specific packs or individuals. 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/cdfw-wolf-management-action-in-sierra-valley
https://www.sierradailynews.com/local/rising-wolf-attacks-threaten-northern-california-ranches-and-spur-legislative-action/
https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2024/06-202405144-012023WyomingWolfAnnualReportFINAL.pdf
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=233008&inline
https://www.cell.com/trends/ecology-evolution/fulltext/S0169-5347%2820%2930187-7


Here at CAWP, we value wolves and their place in our ecosystems, but we also value rural livelihoods
and communities, and recognize the costs and challenges that wolves can bring with them. We also
recognize that wildlife managers face very difficult decisions as they strive to find a balance.
Members of our team have worked in a variety of states and other countries that have recovered
large carnivores, including wolves, through both successes and setbacks. Wolves are resilient and
new dispersers tend to find and settle in the same areas repeatedly. Relative to other states that
support wolves, California has a higher density of humans and lower densities of wild prey species.
The challenge, therefore, is to manage wolves in a way that encourages them to occupy areas where
they can thrive on wild prey rather than livestock, while minimizing conflict and contact with people.

We see our role as providing helpful information to the agencies and communities navigating these
issues. In the coming months, CAWP will be sharing a number of initial studies on California’s wolves.
Our work includes examining wolf movements, diets, predation patterns, and interactions with other
species across private and public lands. We will also be providing CDFW and others with organized
feedback and recommendations on the agency's conflict reduction program. When those results are
ready, we will share them widely. By combining rigorous science with attention to the social and
economic realities on the ground, CAWP strives to develop practical tools, share knowledge, and
foster dialogue that helps people and wolves live together in a rapidly changing landscape. You can
read more about our work in our 2024 Annual Report [6] and subscribe to our newsletter [7] for
updates, including our 2025 Annual Report coming January 2026.

* This refers to the sum of “confirmed” or “probable” deaths from wolves as determined in CDFW’s
livestock depredation reports.

[1] https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/cdfw-wolf-management-action-in-sierra-valley
[2] https://www.sierradailynews.com/local/rising-wolf-attacks-threaten-northern-california-ranches-
and-spur-legislative-action/
[3] https://wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2024/06-202405144-
012023WyomingWolfAnnualReportFINAL.pdf
[4] https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=233008&inline
[5] https://www.cell.com/trends/ecology-evolution/fulltext/S0169-5347%2820%2930187-7
[6] https://dev-california-wolf-project.pantheon.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CAWP-
2024-Annual-Report.pdf
[7] https://live-california-wolf-project.pantheon.berkeley.edu/

To learn more about the California Wolf Project (CAWP), please visit our website
https://live-california-wolf-project.pantheon.berkeley.edu/

Follow the project on social media for updates: Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube. 

CONTACT

For media inquiries, please email: californiawolfproject@berkeley.edu

For research inquires, please email: wolffieldteam@berkeley.edu 
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